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Office of Legislative Affairs 
202-646-4500       
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CONGRESSIONAL ADVISORY – All Delegations #1 
 

August 31, 2005 
 

RESPONSE AND RECOVERY UPDATE  
Hurricane Katrina 

 
The response to Hurricane Katrina has generated interest and questions from many 
congressional offices and their constituents who are outside of the affected states. The 
following is a status on areas of concern: 
 

 FEMA continues to coordinate with State emergency officials within county 
emergency operations centers in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida.   

 
Life Saving Efforts: 
 

 FEMA continues to support the first priority of life saving efforts, with resources 
being directed to those with the most urgent needs.  To date these are the resources 
and personnel FEMA is coordinating: 

o Disaster Medical Assistance Teams (DMATs)  

o Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) and swift water rescue teams have been 
deployed in response to Hurricane Katrina. 

o Veterinary Medical Assistance Teams (VMATs) 

o Mental Health Teams.   

o Response teams are moving truckloads of medical equipment and supplies 
with them and are trained to handle trauma, pediatrics, surgery and mental 
health problems.   

Outside Contacts: 
 

 We know the people impacted by Hurricane Katrina are suffering, and our thoughts 
are with all of those who have been stranded by the storm and are seeking to connect 
with family members and friends. The damage is extensive, and the personal and 
emotional losses tremendous.  

 
o We are asking individuals who have access to means of communicating 

outside of the impacted areas to reach out to loved ones and let them know 
they are safe. 

o If they evacuated because of Hurricane Katrina, they should make every 
attempt to call friends and loved ones outside the disaster area, and ask that 
those they contact pass along information about their safety and whereabouts. 
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 During a disaster such as this, and with so many communications systems down, 
there is no way to have an organized, centralized number or system to find 
individuals who evacuated.  Also, people should understand that due to 
communication disruptions during large disasters, it may take several days for loved 
ones to contact those outside the disaster area.  If information about a national 
locator system becomes available, we will ensure your offices receive it. 

 
Donations 
 

 Please review the information about donations on FEMA’s website at 
http://www.fema.gov/press/2005/resources_katrina.shtm 

 
Life Sustaining Activities: 
 

 After life-saving measures, our next priority will be life-sustaining help. 
 

o Supplies and equipment are moving into the hardest hit areas as quickly as 
possible, especially water, ice, meals, medical supplies, and generators.   

 
o While rescue efforts continue, it may be several days before emergency 

workers are able to reach all the victims of this hurricane, and we are working 
to communicate with those affected in every way possible.  We will do 
everything we can to minimize losses and help those affected get back on 
their feet.  Recovery will take time, but FEMA will be here as long as 
needed. 

 
o Extensive power outages in some states have shut down water systems in 

some counties.   
 

o Many cellular facilities and telephone companies have reported disruptions in 
service from storm damage and flooding. 

 
o A number of health care facilities, such as hospitals, have suffered damage or 

had their operations diminished by power outages. 
 

o Gasoline and diesel supply disruption will occur on a local basis due to the 
impact to transportation/service availability problems and due to loss of 
electric service. 

 
 Sheltering and Housing: 
 

 FEMA is supporting our state partners, the American Red Cross and voluntary 
agencies in ensuring that victims of the storms are in safe shelters with essential life-
sustaining commodities.  Shelters will continue to be the safest place for victims to 
stay in place.   

 
o FEMA is in the process of establishing Housing Task Forces to identify 

housing needs, mass care and human services have been procuring trailers 
and identifying temporary housing sites for the displaced victims.   
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Staying Put 
 

 We still have many people very much in harm's way, and want to caution people 
about trying to return home too early.  Please help us get these messages out to your 
constituents: 

 
o Please don't put yourself - or our first responders - at risk. 
o Even once the immediate danger of the hurricane passes, hazards of 

weakened and damaged trees, downed power lines, high water and other 
dangers may exist. 

o Listen to state and local officials who ask that they remain in shelters, homes 
or safe places until given the "all clear" to travel. Roads are very likely to be 
damaged or blocked by debris. Traffic jams slow emergency managers and 
first responders in doing their job. 

o If officials instruct them not to enter, please heed their instructions. 
 
Declarations Status 
 

 With the President’s major disaster declarations in Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Alabama, assistance is now available to help the residents and communities in the 
impacted states with emergency needs and recovery support. 

 Individuals whose homes were damaged as a result of this disaster are now eligible 
to apply for Federal disaster assistance. 

 
Disaster Assistance  
 

 Affected individuals in declared counties can register online at www.fema.gov or 
call FEMA's toll-free registration line 1-800-621-FEMA (3362) - TTY 800-462-
7585.  

 
o Registering on-line is encouraged due to the possibility of high call volume. 
 
o We are aware that some people with serious needs might not be able to call 

us due to power or phone outages - we'll be operating 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week until all have a chance to register with FEMA.   

   
You may visit the FEMA web-site at www.fema.gov, for updated response and recovery 

information.  If you have questions or need additional information on these incidents, please 
call FEMA’s Office of Legislative Affairs at (202) 646-4500; (FAX) (202) 646-3600. 


